
D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E



Be imitators of God, therefore, 
as dearly loved children 

and live a life of love, just as 
Christ loved us and  

gave himself up for us.
E P H E S I A N S  5 : 1 - 2



 This is a four-session discussion guide that is based 

on the movie Same Kind of Different as Me and a 

number of related biblical themes. We recommend 

seeing the movie together as a group as either a 

launching point or a catalyst during and/or after the 

discussions, as it will further inspire your groups and 

deepen conversations that follow.

—  M A R K  M I T T E L B E R G

Same Kind of Different as ... God



All Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version, NIV, copyright 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. All rights reserved.

“Ideas have consequences,” said Catholic theologian George Weigel, “and 

bad ideas can have lethal consequences.”  

One of those “bad ideas,” prominent in our culture, is that people are mere 

biological machines, the accidental products of chance, and therefore have 

no more value than the rest of the animal world.

That idea certainly has had lethal consequences – ones worth talking about.

FOR DISCUSSION

●	 Based on the biblical passage above, why is that viewpoint 

misguided? 

●	 According to Scripture, what sets us apart from the animal world? 

Why does that give us special value and worth?

●	 Does this passage put any limitations on which groups or “classes” of 

people are created in God’s image?

●	 That passage is from the Old Testament, but are these values still 

relevant in the church? [Hint: have someone read Galatians 3:28, and 

discuss what it says to us for today.]

●	 When this value is ignored, what kinds of “lethal consequences” can 

result? Can you give examples from history? From current events?

●	 Could, for example, the Holocaust have even happened if those 

behind it had acknowledged that all people are created in the image 

of God? What about the European and American slave trades? 

Current racial tensions? The prevalence of abortion today? What 

about our widespread problems of poverty and homelessness?

●	 How might these examples have played out differently – or still play 

out differently – if those involved recognized the high value God 

places on every living human being, regardless of age, race, gender, 

or health? 

“So God created mankind 
in his own image,

in the image of God he 
created them;

male and female he 
created them.”

G E N E S I S  1 : 2 7

We is all homeless, 
just workin’ our way home.

D E N V E R  M O O R E

S E S S I O N  O N E

OUR VALUE
ADOPTING GOD'S
VIEW OF PEOPLE



Jesus loves the little children, all the 

children of the world; Red and yellow, 

black and white, they are precious in 

his sight; Jesus loves the little children 

of the world.

FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL SONG  

“JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN”

We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights,  that among these are Life,  

liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

THE UNITED STATES DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE

In heaven’s eyes there are no losers

In heaven’s eyes no hopeless cause

Only people like you with feelings like me  

Amazed by the grace we can find

In heaven’s eyes

“IN HEAVEN’S EYES,”  

BY PHIL MCHUGH

WATCH A FILM CLIP 

Let’s watch a short clip from the Same Kind of Different as Me movie, in which 

Debbie Hall tells her husband Ron about a dream she’d recently experienced: 

Debbie said that in her dream she saw “a poor wise man who changes the city 
… and beautiful flowers and trees everywhere … flower boxes, no trash in the 
gutters, just a peaceful place where the people here know they matter as much 
as the ones on the other side.”

●	 Can you see how Debbie’s dream was influenced by God’s view of 
people that we’ve been discussing? How did her biblical ideas play out 
to have positive consequences? 

●	 Debbie saw people as God’s special creations – and therefore worthy of 
dignity, respect, and assistance. How can we get more of that heavenly 
vision? 

An African-American pastor serving in a needy part of Washington, DC, wanted 
to get more of God’s vision for the people around him. So he decided to do 
some fasting and focused prayer over a thirty-day period. He later reported that 
a couple weeks in, nothing seemed to be happening. But then, as he entered 
the third and fourth weeks of his prayer journey, he said that something in 
him started to change. Suddenly he began seeing the prostitutes on the 
street corners, the homeless people begging for money, and everyone else, 
as people who really mattered. These are men and women who were created 
in God’s image, he realized with fresh clarity. They are valuable, worthy of love 
and respect, and of our best efforts to help them – and to lead them to faith in 
Christ. From that point forward he increasingly viewed people through God’s 
eyes.

●	 What practical step could you take this week to begin seeing people 
more in the way God sees them? 

●	 Are there ways that you and the others in the group could, as Hebrews 
10:24 puts it, “spur one another on toward love and good deeds” related 
to valuing and serving needy people? 

●	 Would you, or others in the group, be willing to “go public” right now 
with an idea or plan for what you’ll do this week?

“You have never locked eyes 
with another human being 
who isn’t valuable to God.”

 

B I L L  H Y B E L S
BECOMING A CONTAGIOUS CHRISTIAN

CLOSING PRAYER 

Close your time together in 

prayer – thanking God for 

creating us in his image, and 

asking him to help the group 

members all see, love, value, 

and serve others more like 

God does with us.



Jesus replied: “‘Love the 
Lord your God with all 

your heart and with 
all your soul and with 
all your mind.’ This is 
the first and greatest 

commandment. And the 
second is like it: 

‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’”

M A T T H E W  2 2 : 3 7 - 3 9

Nobody can help everybody, 
but everybody can help somebody.

D E N V E R  M O O R E

S E S S I O N  T W O

FRIENDSHIP
IMITATING GODS

PRIORITY OF
RELATIONSHIPS

It’s interesting that when Jesus was asked what God’s greatest commandment 
was, he replied by pointing to two divine commands: the first related to loving 
God, the second to loving our neighbors. Both examples were about loving 
relationships – vertically with the Father and horizontally with the people 
around us.

It’s also worth noting that God was the one who initiated a loving relationship 
with us. He did that first, as we saw in the last session, by creating us in his own 
image. Then he placed us in an ideal environment – the Garden of Eden – and 
walked and talked with us on a personal level. Talk about genuine friendship!

Then, after it seemed we had destroyed that friendship by disobeying God, he 
lovingly made provision for us in the form of a physical covering of fig leaves 
and then, later, a spiritual covering through the sacrificial system. But ultimately, 
he made permanent provision for us by giving us “his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

Did we deserve this – or even ask for it? No, but as Romans 5:8 explains, “God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.” We’ll come back to the theme of God’s forgiveness in our final session, 
but for now it’s important to see that he puts the highest priority on loving 
friendships – both with us and between us.

FOR DISCUSSION

●	 We tend to focus on what we think God demands from us and feel bad 
for our sins and shortcomings. But looking at our key Bible passage 
above (Matt. 22:37-39), does it surprise you that Jesus puts an even 
greater emphasis on the importance of loving relationships (first with 
God and then with each other)? How does that make you feel? 

●	 Jesus went so far as to say to his followers, “I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you” 
(John 15:5). What is your reaction to knowing you’ve been invited by 
Jesus to be his follower and friend? How can you go deeper in your 
friendship with God? 

●	 In Matthew 11:19, Jesus describes how he had been accused of being  
“a friend of tax collectors and sinners.” This was meant by his enemies as 
an insult, but Jesus accepted it as a compliment. What does that tell you 
about his personality and priorities – that he happily risked and even 
ruined his reputation in order to get up close to wayward people like us? 

●	 Jesus said he “came to seek and to save” people who had lost their way 
(Luke 19:10) – and then later he told his followers that we should go 
out and imitate his actions. What does that say to us, and how should it 
affect our personal priorities? 



“Be imitators of God, therefore, as 

dearly loved children and live a life of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave 

himself up for us.”

E P H E S I A N S  5 : 1 - 2

“I have called you friends, for 

everything that I learned from my 

Father I have made known to you”

J E S U S ,  J O H N  1 5 : 5

WATCH A FILM CLIP 

Let’s look at a clip in the Same Kind of Different as Me movie, in which a startled 

Ron Hall takes the risk of reaching out and offering friendship to the then-

violent and paranoid Denver Moore: 

●	 Does watching this make you think of people outside your circle 
who you could invite to be your friend? Who comes to mind 
(share as appropriate, perhaps with just the person’s first name or 
a description of where you met them)? What would be your hope 
for that relationship? 

●	 Can you or someone in the group share a story of how reaching 
out to someone in need resulted in a real friendship, and 
ultimately in a changed life? 

●	 Another emphasis in the Bible – and in this movie – is the 
importance of overcoming relational barriers. Within Ron and 
Debbie’s marriage there was a betrayal that had to be faced and 
forgiven. And in their friendship with Denver, there was racial 
tension and a general sense of mistrust – probably going both 
directions – that needed to be overcome in order to form real 
relationship. What kinds of barriers have you worked through in 
your life in order to form or renew relationships? 

●	 What steps can you take this week to form or heal other 
friendships?

“People don’t become homeless 
when they run out of money, 
at least not right away. They 

become homeless when they 
run out of relationships.”

 

NEW CITY INITIATIVE
P O R T L A N D ,  O R E G O N

friendships?

CLOSING PRAYER 

Ask God, first, to give your group an awareness of how you need 

to initiate or deepen your own friendships with Christ. And then, 

second, to give you the eyes to see at least one person around 

you – whether at school or at work, during the daily commute, 

in the neighborhood or through a local homeless mission or 

church outreach, or even within your own families – to whom 

you should extend or renew a relationship. Then ask God to give 

you the wisdom to do so in a way that is loving and genuine.



“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:” James 
1:27 tells us, “to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep 
oneself from being polluted by the world.”

While the Bible certainly emphasizes the importance of faith in Christ (the 
subject of our next session), it also makes clear that what we do as his 
followers really matters. “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith,” says the familiar passage in Ephesians 2:8, but that’s followed by the 
less familiar phrase in verse 10, which says we were “created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

In addition, James reminds us that genuine faith will show itself in action. He 
wrote, “Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one 
of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing 
about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if 
it is not accompanied by action, is dead” (James 2:15-17).

Combine these passages with the words of Jesus in Matthew 25 concerning 
our treatment of those who are hungry, thirsty, in need of clothing or shelter, 
or of a hospital or prison visit, and we begin to understand how important 
our actions really are. Jesus declared, “Whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me”…. “Whatever you did 
not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me” (verses 40, 45). 
How we treat needy people is a direct reflection of how we honor and serve God! 

FOR DISCUSSION

●	 Jesus said whatever we do for “the least of these,” we’re doing for 
him. Does this bring a particular person or group of people to mind? 

●	 Jesus said he “did not come to be served, but to serve” (Mark 10:45). 
It’s impossible to fully comprehend the Creator lowering himself to 
become a suffering human servant (see Phil 2:7), but we get a tiny 
glimpse of it in the movie when the highly successful Ron Hall rolled 
up his sleeves to do dishes and serve meals at the homeless mission. 

●	 Have you had a similar experience? How did you feel – both 
initially and after some time of serving? Can you offer a word of 
encouragement about how group members can benefit by doing 
something similar? 

●	 Jesus sought out those who were weak and ailing. He said it is the 
sick who need the doctor (Mark 2:17) – and then he went to them. 
Is there a ministry in your church, or a local outreach mission in your 
community, through which you could seek out and serve those in 
need? 

“Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the 
least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you 

did for me.”
J E S U S ,  M A T T H E W  2 5 : 4 0

God is in the recycling business 
of turning trash into treasure.

D E N V E R  M O O R E

S E S S ION  THREE 

S E R V I C E
EMULATING JESUS'
LOVE FOR "THE
LEAST OF THESE"



Each night in the US, half a million 

people sleep on the streets, in 

shelters, or somewhere other than 

a home – and a fourth of them 

are children. In total, more than 

2.5 million people will experience 

homelessness in America this year.

THE REAL FACE OF HOMELESSNESS

“If anyone has material possessions 

and sees a brother or sister in need 

but has no pity on them, how can the 

love of God be in that person? Dear 

children, let us not love with words or 

speech but with actions and in truth.”

1 JOHN 3:17-18

“God … comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort 

those in any trouble with the comfort 

we ourselves receive from God.”

2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-4

WATCH THE SCENE 
Let’s watch a clip from the Same Kind of Different as Me film in which Debbie shows 
love to Clara, a young homeless woman, by doing her makeup: 

Debbie’s example, along with the actions of Jesus and the teachings of Scripture, 
should impact our hearts and our actions – both personally and collectively. Take a 
moment to scan this list of ways we can meet needs, adapted from an article called The 
Real Face of Homelessness, by Erika Gerena.

F  Host a dinner at your church for homeless people in the area.

F  Put together toiletry bags (in plastic bags) you can hand out or drop off  
      at an organization serving the homeless.

F  Identify a family in crisis in your community and get members of your  
      congregation to provide an incredible Christmas or other holiday for them.

F  Open your church on weekends so people can come in for a warm (or cold) drink.

F  Volunteer to babysit a child so a single parent can go to work.

F  Host a gathering to collect donations for an organization serving the homeless.

F  Organize to ensure that the food pantry is full throughout the holidays.

F  Run a glove, coat, or sock drive and distribute these items to people in need.

F  Ask your town hall to get involved in the good things you are doing.

F  Never assume. Seek out acquaintances who may be struggling or even homeless.

F  Consider different age groups. Find ways to support organizations serving them.

F  Many homeless people have a job and children. They may have food and shelter,  
      but need practical items. Prepare a basket or bag full of such things.

F  Rally to put together gift boxes or toiletry bags for people in need.

●	 Share an idea or two from this list – or others you think of – that you or 
your group could do to serve “the least of these.” 

●	 As you hear ideas from others in the group, are there any additional 
ones you’d like to help make happen? 

●	 Decide on at least one thing you’ll do this week to make a difference. 

I used to pray that God would feed 
the hungry … but now I pray 

that he will guide me to do 
whatever I’m supposed to do.

 
MOTHER TERESA

CLOSING PRAYER 

Ask God to give your group 

creativity and wisdom in 

finding ways to serve homeless 

people in your community. 

Ask for courage, energy, and 

resources to make a difference 

in the lives of precious people 

who matter to him.



Jesus said a lot about serving needy people, and he set the example for us. This is 
what we’ve been emphasizing – but alone it’s not enough. Jesus didn’t send us to 
just alleviate physical suffering. He also sent us to minister to people spiritually, by 
teaching them to trust and follow Christ (Matthew 28:18-20).

We shouldn’t view this as a burden, but a privilege. We’re bringing people Good 
News! Not only can the homeless be housed, but sinners can be forgiven and 
the guilty pardoned. We can bless people not only in this life, but into eternity – 
through the forgiveness and grace of Christ.

Denver Moore explained, “I’m a nobody … trying to tell everybody … about 
somebody … that can save anybody.”

How can people obtain that salvation? According to John 1:12, by believing Jesus’ 
claims and receiving him as their Savior. We need to help them see that Jesus, the 
Son of God, died on the cross for their sins and rose from the grave to give them 
life. Then lead them in a prayer of repentance, in which they turn from their sins, 
receive his forgiveness, and ask his Holy Spirit to lead them from that day forward. 
It’s a simple step of faith – one that changes everything! 

FOR DISCUSSION

●	 We can’t give away what we don’t have ourselves. We can go to 
church but not really know and follow Jesus in a real way. Do you 
know someone who has made that discovery? 

●	 Have any of you gone from just observing religious traditions to the 
realization there was more – that you could have a relationship with 
God? How did you come to that point, and how did it change you? 

“Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. You believe in 

God; believe also in me. My 
Father’s house has many 

rooms; if that were not so, 
would I have told you that I 
am going there to prepare 

a place for you?”
J E S U S ,  J O H N  1 4 : 1 - 2

I’m a nobody -- trying to tell everybody -- 
about somebody -- that can save anybody.

D E N V E R  M O O R E

S E S S I O N  F O U R 

FAITH &
FORGIVENESS

RESPONDING  
TO JESUS'  

INVITATION



“This is how we know what love is: 

Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

And we ought to lay down our lives 

for our brothers and sisters.”

1 John 3:16

Jesus, what a friend for sinners

Jesus, lover of my soul;

Friends may fail me, foes assail me,

He, my Savior, makes me whole

From the song, “Jesus, What a 

Friend for Sinners”

Debbie Hall, Ron Hall, and Denver 

Moore all made a difference -

now we can make … the same kind 

of difference as them!

WATCH THE SCENE 
In the movie, we get a glimpse of the gospel during the scene where the young Denver 
Moore is being baptized in a muddy river – and almost lost in the process! Let’s watch 
that scene together. 

This was, of course, only the beginning stage of a long and circuitous spiritual journey 
for Denver – and it represented an early commitment that he would renew with much 
more understanding later in his life. In addition, Ron and Debbie Hall gradually moved 
from a formal head knowledge of the gospel to sincere and devoted commitments to 
Christ. You can read more about this in the book, Same Kind of Different as Me (Thomas 
Nelson Publishers).

●	 How can we encourage that kind of journey in the people around us, 
whether homeless and needy, successful and wealthy, or anywhere in 
between? 

●	 Can any of you share a story of how God used you – perhaps in spite 
of what felt like feeble efforts on your part – to lead someone into a 
relationship with Christ? 

●	 Do you know someone you could share the gospel with this week, 
perhaps showing them a verse like John 1:12, and explaining how they 
can find salvation by believing the truth about Jesus and receiving him 
as their forgiver and leader? 
 
 

Social action is a partner of 
evangelism... Both are expressions 

of unfeigned love [and] belong 
together in the mission of God.

 
JOHN STOTT

 
As exciting as the Good News of God’s forgiveness is, it gets even better! Just as we saw 
in the movie when Denver ended up becoming part of Ron and Debbie’s family, God 
invites us – and everybody we talk to – to become a cherished member of his family!

“See what great love the Father has lavished on us,” John exclaimed, “that we should be 
called children of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1). Paul adds in Galatians 4:7 
“So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made 
you also an heir.” 

This is amazing information – that we can not only be forgiven, and not only restored 
to a relationship with God, but also adopted into his family and made full heirs of his 
Kingdom. And that’s the exciting invitation from Jesus that we get to share – with 
everyone!

“It is like a fairy story,” wrote theologian J.I. Packer. “The reigning monarch adopts waifs 
and strays to make princes of them – but, praise God, it is not a fairy story: it is hard and 
solid fact, founded on the bedrock of free and sovereign grace. This, and nothing less 
than this, is what adoption means. No wonder that John cries, ‘Behold, what manner of 
love…!’ When you understand adoption, your heart will cry the same” (Knowing God, 
InterVarsity, 1973, p. 196). 

of difference as them!

CLOSING PRAYER 

Ask God to help every member 

of your group, as Paul put 

it (2 Cor. 13:5), to examine 

themselves to make sure 

they’re in the faith. Then, with 

the confidence that they are 

a forgiven son or daughter of 

Christ, to have the courage to 

invite others – whether on the 

street or anywhere else – into 

the true “fairy story” of God’s 

forgiveness and adoption, 

based on Jesus’ payment for 

their sins on the cross.






